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Electride properties of ternary silicide and germanide of La and Ce

Alexey A. Dyachenko ,1,2,* Alexey V. Lukoyanov ,1,2,3 Vladimir I. Anisimov ,1,2,3 and Artem R. Oganov 2

1M. N. Mikheev Institute of Metal Physics of Ural Branch of Russian Academy of Sciences, Yekaterinburg 620108, Russia
2Skolkovo Institute of Science and Technology, Moscow 121205, Russia

3Institute of Physics and Technology, Ural Federal University, Yekaterinburg 620002, Russia

(Received 5 August 2020; revised 18 November 2021; accepted 31 January 2022; published 24 February 2022)

We present a theoretical study of the electronic, spectral, and magnetic properties of ternary REScSi and
REScGe (RE = La, Ce) compounds based on the DFT+DMFT method combining Density Functional Theory
with Dynamical Mean-Field Theory. In this work, we find that Ce-based compounds, similar to LaScSi, exhibit
electride-like features. Our calculations reveal that not only silicide REScSi compounds, but also their germanide
REScGe analogs, exhibit high interstitial density characteristic of electrides. Remarkably, we find that both
rare-earth 5d and scandium 3d contribute electrons to the strongly localized interstitial electron density, which
can be considered as an electride anion with pronounced s symmetry. In addition, we show that the Ce-based
compounds show effects of strong electronic correlations in the 4 f shell of cerium ions and strongly resemble
those of γ -Ce.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Electrides are a class of materials in which some elec-
trons, localized within the crystal voids, act as anions [1–13].
In recent years, their unique properties derived from the
high anionic electron density and low binding energies at-
tracted great scientific interest. However, theoretical studies
of these properties remain relatively few. In this work, we
use approaches based on density functional theory (DFT) and
dynamical mean-field theory (DMFT) to investigate the elec-
tronic structure and magnetic properties of ternary silicides
and germanides of La and Ce (LaScSi, CeScSi, LaScGe, and
CeScGe) at room temperature.

In electrides, some valence electrons, which are local-
ized in the interstitial regions of a crystal, often experience
weak binding and serve as electron anions. Such electrons
cause unique electronic and magnetic properties of electrides
[5,10,14–16], such as an extremely low work function and
strong reducing character [4,17]. The first electride proper-
ties were observed in the alkali metal-doped crown ether
(Cs+(18C6):e−) [8]. However, organic electrides are unsta-
ble above room temperature and chemically sensitive to air
and moisture, which greatly limit their potential applications.
The discovery of an inorganic electride [Ca24Al28O64]4+(e−)4

(C12A7:e−) [10], which was successfully applied as a pro-
moter of Ru in the catalytic synthesis of ammonia, has greatly
stimulated studies of electride materials. The exotic chemical
and physical properties of electrides are important for cataly-
sis, chemical synthesis, and optoelectronics [18–21].

Rare-earth (RE) scandium silicon and germanium inter-
metallics REScSi and REScGe (RE = Ce, La) crystallize in
a tetragonal La2Sb structure type with space group I4/mmm

*dyachenko@imp.uran.ru

[22–24]. Cerium and lanthanum ternary compounds absorb
hydrogen in tetrahedral RE4 sites when exposed to hydrogen
gas at 3–4 MPa and 523 K, which alters their chemical, mag-
netic, and structural properties [25–32]. For example, upon
hydrogenation, tetragonal CeFeSi-type compounds CeCoSi,
CeCoGe, and CeRuSi adopt the ZrCuSiAs structure, with
an increase in the unit cell volume and the formation of
Ce–H bonding. Similarly, it has been shown for REScSi and
REScGe (RE = La, Ce) that the insertion of hydrogen leads
to an expansion of the cell, Kondo behavior of the resistivity,
and a decrease in the magnetic ordering temperature [24].

A recent study has shown that LaScSi, one of the rare-
earth intermetallic compounds, exhibits electride properties
because of its crystal voids accommodating anionic electrons,
and has a very high catalytic activity in the Ru-based ammo-
nia synthesis [33]. Theoretical and experimental studies of
the hydrogenation of LaScSi and its catalytic and electride
properties have shown that the exposure of this compound
to hydrogen gas at 260–400°C results in the formation of
LaScSiH1.5 without any crystal structure transition. It has been
shown that the hydrogen atoms occupy two voids in LaScSi:
one in the La4 tetrahedra and the other in the La2Sc4 octahe-
dra. While the charge density calculations show that initially
only the La4 void has an excess of electron density and is
susceptible to the hydrogen absorption, it has been reported
that only after the hydrogenation to LaScSiH, the La2Sc4 void
starts to exhibit anionic character. Further hydrogenation leads
to the occupation of the void by the hydrogen atom and the
final composition is LaScSiH1.5.

While the catalytic and electride properties of LaScSi have
attracted experimental and theoretical attention, CeScSi and
the germanide analogs of these compounds remain unex-
plored, and without sufficient amount of data to determine
their potential electride-like character. Unlike LaScSi with
its empty 5d and 4 f shells, the cerium atoms in CeScSi
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should exhibit strong electronic correlations. Cerium metal
has a very rich physics that depends on the interplay between
the Coulomb interaction, spin-orbit coupling, and crystal field
splitting. Under pressure, Ce undergoes the isostructural α-γ
phase transition with a 15% volume collapse [34]. To de-
scribe the bulk properties and equation of state of Ce, various
theoretical methods have been applied, among them DFT
[35,36], DFT+GW [37–39], RPA [40], and others. Today,
the approach combining density functional theory and dy-
namical mean-field theory (DFT+DMFT) is one of the most
successful methods to correctly describe the magnetic state
and reproduce the spin, metal-insulator, and structural transi-
tions under pressure in compounds with strong correlations,
in particular, Ce and its compounds [41–43]. This approach,
accounting for the dynamic effects and strong electronic cor-
relations, has been used in studies of many transition metal
compounds such as MnO [44], (Mg, Fe)O [45], MnSe [46],
BiFeO3 [47], CoO [48], Fe2O3 [49], FeSiO3 [50], and FeS
[51]. It was successful in investigations of the α-γ phases of
cerium [52–59], Ce-115 materials (CeRhIn5, CeCoIn5, and
CeIrIn5), Ce pnictides (CeN, CeP, CeAs, CeSb, CeBi) [60],
and Ce-122 ternary compounds (CeM2Si2, where M = Ru,
Rh, Pd) [61,62].

In this work, we combine the DFT and DFT+DMFT ap-
proaches to investigate the electronic structure and electride
properties of rare-earth silicide and germanide ternary com-
pounds REScSi and REScGe (RE = La, Ce).

II. METHODS

Our computational scheme of the DFT+DMFT method
[42] starts with the self-consistent DFT calculations. Using
the generalized gradient approximation [63] implemented in
ELK package [64], we produced a noninteracting Hamiltonian,
then set up a many-body Hamiltonian, and finally, the DMFT
equations for this Hamiltonian were solved self-consistently.
For the Sc-3d , RE -5d, 4 f , Si-3p, and Ge-4p orbitals, we
constructed a basis set of Wannier functions [65,66] employ-
ing the projection procedure described in detail in Ref. [67].
All bands of the basis set formed by the chosen states were
included and projected on the Bloch functions for these bands.

The interaction matrix for the quantum impurity model was
parameterized by the values of the Coulomb repulsion param-
eter U and Hund exchange parameter JH in the density-density
approximation. The interaction parameters were calculated
using the constrained random phase approximation (cRPA)
method; for Sc-3d , the Coulomb repulsion parameter U =
1.7 eV, the Hund parameter JH = 0.8 eV. For Ce, U = 2.0 eV
and JH = 0.5 eV. The calculated Coulomb interaction param-
eter for Ce-4 f was smaller than 6.0 [57–59,68] and 5.5 eV
[69], the values obtained using constrained DFT for elemental
Ce; it was close to 2.5 eV derived from the hybrid functional
results [70]. However, it is known for cRPA to underestimate
the interaction parameter for γ -Ce when calculated without
specific treatment [71], and thus we used U = 6.0 eV for
cerium impurities throughout this work; the same parameter
was used for La-4 f impurities. The Hund parameter was in
the ballpark of the values commonly taken in the literature
as 0.0 [57,58,68] or 0.7 eV [59], or calculated as 0.58 eV
[69]. Finally, the cRPA calculations for the rare-earth 5d

states yielded the Coulomb interaction parameter of only
about 0.5 eV; therefore these states were treated as uncor-
related in the DFT+DMFT calculations. The DFT+DMFT
problem was solved in a fully charge self-consistent manner.
We used the fully localized limit scheme for double-counting
correction [72]. The continuous-time quantum Monte Carlo
hybridization-expansion solver from AMULET package [73]
was employed to solve the effective DMFT quantum impu-
rity problem [74]. Some code from the ALPS Project was
used for the calculations [75]. The presented spectral func-
tions were calculated from the real frequency lattice Green’s
functions G(ω) using the Páde approximants [76] for the ana-
lytical continuation to the real energy axis, as implemented in
AMULET package. The maximally localized Wannier functions
of REScSi and REScGe (RE = La, Ce) were calculated with
WANNIER90 program [77] using QUANTUM ESPRESSO suite
[78]. Bader [79] charges were calculated using BADER code
[80]. Crystal structures and electron localization functions
were visualized using VESTA program [81]. See the Supple-
mental Material [82] for computational details.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A. Electron localization function

First, we performed the ground-state DFT calculations
using the experimental crystal structures of REScSi and
REScGe (RE = Ce, La) from Ref. [24]. To investigate the
localization of the anion electrons in the voids of these in-
termetallics, we calculated the electron localization function
(ELF) of these compounds. A 2D slice ([201] plane) of
the ELF of LaScSi plotted along both hydrogen positions is
shown in Fig. 1(a). Throughout the work, we will refer to the
crystal void in La4 tetrahedra as V1, to the void in La2Sc4

octahedra as V2, and to the remaining void in Sc plane as V3.
Our calculations show a strong electron localization in V2,
with the ELF of 0.87. On the other hand, in V1 the ELF value
is about 0.34, which is below the localization criterion of 0.5
[83]. Moderate amount of delocalized electrons between the
La layers can be attributed to the metallic bonding between
the La atoms. Thus, the LaScSi electride can be formulated
as [LaScSi]0.5+(e−)0.5. The calculated results differ from the
observations made in Ref. [33], where the electron density
maps for nonhydrogenated LaScSi showed the presence of
excess electrons in V1 and no electrons in V2, and upon the
hydrogenation V1 has been occupied by a hydrogen atom, and
V2 has shown the presence of excess electrons.

The ELF isosurface in LaScSi, calculated from the inter-
stitial part of the charge density, is shown in Fig. 1(c). In the
Sc layer, the excess electrons are localized only in V2, in the
voids between the nearest La atoms of the adjacent La layers.
The remaining voids in the Sc layer exhibit no localization,
with ELF ≈0.40. Figure 1(b) shows a [001] plane ELF slice
of the Sc layer of REScSi and REScGe (RE = La, Ce) inter-
metallics. For LaScSi and LaScGe, no difference is observed
in the size of the electride anion and the degree of localization,
the ELF value in V2 is ≈0.87 for both compounds. For the
Ce-based compounds, the ELF of the electride anion has a
slightly lower volume and the values of 0.847 and 0.843 in V2

for CeScSi and CeScGe, respectively. Peculiarly, the V1 void

085146-2



ELECTRIDE PROPERTIES OF TERNARY SILICIDE AND … PHYSICAL REVIEW B 105, 085146 (2022)

FIG. 1. (a) [201] plane electron localization function (ELF) slice of LaScSi along the possible hydrogen positions: V1 in the La4 tetrahedra
and V2 in the La2Sc4 octahedra. (b) [001] ELF slice of LaScSi, LaScGe, CeScSi, and CeScGe. (c) Interstitial-only ELF isosurface at level 0.85
of the LaScSi primitive cell (shifted by [−0.5, −0.5, 0.0] for clarity).

in cerium compounds exhibits higher, than in LaScSi, electron
localization with ELF value of ≈0.52.

To evaluate the nature and origin of interstitial (IS) elec-
trons in REScSi and REScGe, we employed the maximally
localized Wannier function (MLWF) projection procedure.
Unlike the conventional DFT band structure and density of
states, which are a projection of the Kohn-Sham eigenstates
of atoms in the system, the MLWFs make it possible to
project the electron density localized in atomic voids, which
makes them a great tool for studies of electride properties
[16,84–87].

First, to ensure the consistency and validity of the MLWF
projection, we constructed the MLWF for a set of atomic
wave functions corresponding to the atomic orbitals in the
system (Si-s, p, La-d, f , Sc-d) and compared the results of
the projection procedure to those of the non-MLWF approach
[67] that uses pseudoatomic orbitals as a set of trial orbitals
for projection. The results of both methods are in close agree-
ment. Next, we expanded the set of projection functions with
an extra s-symmetry Wannier function (WF) centered at the
electron anion in void V2. In contrast to the pseudoatomic
projection, the initial choice of the WF symmetry and position
is not unique, but the iterative MLWF projection procedure
ensures the uniqueness of the WF position, shape, and spa-
tial extent. In the usual Wannier projection procedure, the
Kohn-Sham band structure in the chosen energy window gets
downfolded onto a specified number of WFs. However, the
inclusion of an extra WF, which corresponds to the void-
centered electron density, allows us to unfold the electronic
states from its origin atom. After the iterative MLWF pro-
jection procedure, the interstitial WF remained centered at
void V2 and had a slightly distorted s symmetry [Fig. 2(a)].
A qualitative judgment about the origin of an excess electron
density in V2 can be made by comparing the resulting atomic
and extended Hamiltonians. The densities of states (DOS) of
WFs from both sets of projections are shown in Fig. 2(b).
Functionally, in our calculations, the largest difference in the
WF density between two Wannier projections comes from
the La-d states near the Fermi level. The calculated DOS of

the interstitial WF is in close agreement with the previously
reported projected DOS of the interstitial states in V2 obtained
by Wu et al. [33] using the reversed approximation molecular
orbital method. Interestingly, rare-earth elements and Sc have
low electronegativities, which could be a key reason for the
formation of excess electron density in the interstices.

The MLWF band structure with separate contributions
from each group of the projected WFs is shown in Fig. 3.
The interstitial WF is localized mostly in two bands near the
Fermi level, around Y, P, X, and Y1 points of the Brillouin
zone. Localization of electride states near the Fermi level is
one of the frequent (though not universal) characteristics of
an electride compound [88]. On the other hand, the La-4 f
orbitals are localized in the narrow energy range from 1.8 to
3.0 eV, whereas the La-5d orbitals are heavily overlapped with
Sc-3d orbitals, and are widely spread from −0.5 eV up to the
projection window cutoff, together with some amount of 6s
and 6p states at very high energies, which are present in the
pseudopotentials and were naturally included in the projection
because of downfolding. The bands of the Si-3s and Si-3p
states are localized at −7.0 eV and in the range from −4.0 to
0.0 eV, respectively. However, at the Fermi level around Y, P,
X, and Y1 points, in the energy region of interest, mostly La-
5d and Sc-3d localizations are observed. The calculated band
contributions of the extra s-WF in the extended Hamiltonian
suggest that the excess electron density, observed in the center
of the La2Sc4 octahedra, is in large part associated with La-5d
and Sc-3d states.

Usually, in the case of electrides, the localized electron
density in the voids of the crystal manifests as maximum in
charge density. However, this is not the case for the inorganic
electride (C12A7:e−) where there are no non-nuclear max-
ima in the charge density [88]. Although the charge density
shows no maxima in the voids, other methods such as ELF
have been successful in the description of localized electrons
[89]. For the systems at hand, our Bader charge calculations
reveal the presence of only one non-nuclear charge density
maximum and the corresponding interstitial basin of attrac-
tion, which is located at V2 and correlates with the shape of
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FIG. 2. (a) Maximally localized Wannier function (MLWF) projection of the interstitial density from the extended Hamiltonian of LaScSi.
(b) DFT density of states of the atomic MLWF Hamiltonian (top) and extended Hamiltonian with an additional interstitial Wannier function
(bottom). (c) [201] charge density slice of LaScSiH along V1 (occupied by hydrogen) and V2. The cutoff is 0.08 e/a.u.3.

the high-localization ELF. However, the calculated charge of
each basin (and there is one such basin per unit cell) is very
low, 0.064 electrons (≈0.035 for Ce-based compounds), and
the charge density maximum is very low at V2. We found

LaScSi to lack a non-nuclear maximum in V1, the lack of
electrons in which is also supported by our ELF and Bader
charge calculations. Additionally, our calculations show no
charge density topology changes in V2 with hydrogenation

FIG. 3. MLWF band structure of LaScSi (left). The contributions of La-d+ f , Sc-d , Si-s+p, are shown in color corresponding to the
MLWF density of states (right) The interstitial density Wannier function is shown by the weighted circle symbols on the band structure.
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of the system (H atoms in V1) as described in Ref. [33]. The
calculated charge density of LaScSiH is presented in Fig. 2(c),
one can find the low electronic charge density in the region of
high electron localization.

B. Electronic correlation effects

To investigate the influence of the electronic temperature
and correlations on the electronic structure and magnetic
properties of REScSi and REScGe (RE = La, Ce) and, in
particular, on the electride states, we carried out DFT+DMFT
calculations at an electronic temperature of 300 K (β =
38.6817 eV−1). Because the chosen temperature is well
above the Néel temperature TN (which equals 26 and 43 K
for CeScSi and CeScGe [24], respectively), our calculations
resulted in the paramagnetic state for all compounds. In partic-
ular, because empty La-4 f orbitals appear to be uncorrelated,
the result is a low value of the local magnetic moment of the
impurity

√〈μ2
z 〉 = 0.29 μB. For the Ce-4 f quantum impurity,

we observed a local magnetic moment
√〈μ2

z 〉 = 1.02 μB with
the occupancy of 1.04 electrons. Furthermore, our calcula-
tions have shown that Sc-d and La- f , unlike Ce- f impurities,
appear to be uncorrelated, as one can expect. For Sc-d in
all compounds, and for La-d , with Coulomb correlations, we
observe a simple shift of unoccupied bands relative to the
Fermi level, determined by a combination of the Coulomb
correlation parameter and double counting. Consequently, we
will focus mostly on cerium compounds further in this section,
CeScSi, in particular, as its germanide counterpart is electron-
ically analogous.

We present DFT+DMFT calculated spectral functions of
CeScSi in Fig. 4. The obtained spectral functions of Ce- f
greatly resemble those of β and γ phases of elemental cerium
[59]. Taking into the account crystal structures of CeScSi
and allotropes of elemental cerium, the isostructural α and
γ phases bear some structural similarity to the CeScSi: The
silicide structure has two squashed along z-axis f cc-like lay-
ers of rare-earth atoms which are sandwiched between Sc-Si
layers. Additionally, we do not observe a sharp Kondo res-
onance peak which is present in α-Ce. Firstly, the absence
of Kondo resonance could be explained by the chosen tem-
perature regime of 300 K, which is between regimes of β-
and γ -Ce. The second factor is the greatly increased Ce-Ce
distances, compared to γ -Ce and α-Ce. The possibility of the
Kondo resonance effect in CeScSi is of interest for further
investigations. Given the absence of a sharp Kondo resonance
peak in the vicinity of Fermi level, which is greatly affected
by the spin-orbit coupling in α-Ce [59], we have chosen to ne-
glect the effect of the spin-orbit correction in our calculations.

The calculated CeScSi DFT+DMFT spectra show two
pronounced Hubbard bands at −3.8 and 3.5 eV. Compared
to elemental cerium, the Hubbard bands in CeScSi are located
lower by about 1 eV, which is due to the presence of Sc and Si
states in the vicinity of the Fermi level. The exception, how-
ever, is two degenerate orbitals with the occupation number of
0.013 electrons (versus 0.05–0.14 of the rest of the orbitals)
which do not have enough occupancy to form the lower Hub-
bard band (we provided partial Ce- f spectral functions in the
Supplemental Material [82]). The DFT+DMFT configuration
weights show domination of 4 f 1 configuration with a weight

FIG. 4. (Top) DMFT spectral functions of CeScSi compound.
(Bottom) Spectral functions of the interstitial density bearing Ce-d
(up) and Sc-d (down) Wannier functions computed within DFT and
DMFT methods.

of 95%, whereas 4 f 2 and 4 f 0 have weights of 4% and 1%,
respectively. The high 4 f 1 configuration probability is indica-
tive of a well-localized state of 4 f electrons and of suppressed
hybridization with spd electrons, similar to β, γ , and δ phases
of cerium that do not exhibit Kondo resonance peak due to
weaker hybridization with spd electrons.

The state of the electride electron in the DMFT calcula-
tions is of particular concern. Our MLWF projections for the
electride electron show a great contribution from Sc-d and
RE-d states. In Fig. 4, we show uncorrelated Sc-d and Ce-d
WF spectral functions and the corresponding DMFT results.
While Sc-d and RE-d states in our case exhibit little to no cor-
relations, it is possible for an electride electron to be strongly
correlated. Between these two, Sc-d has the largest calculated
Coulomb interaction parameter of 1.7 eV, which can poten-
tially lead to a pretty high value of Coulomb parameter for
standalone electride s orbital. However, while the Coulomb
correlation strength can be estimated for both RE -d and Sc-d ,
it is difficult to calculate the U for the electride MLWF s
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orbital. Thus, we consider the density renormalization due to
strong correlations in the Ce- f to have the greatest effect on
electride electrons in our investigation.

It is interesting to investigate the effect of DMFT density
renormalization on the localization of the electride anion. To
that end, we consider DMFT density renormalization in the
calculation of the ELF. Conventional ELF η(r) is calculated
as follows:

η(r) = 1

1 + (D/Dh)2
, (1)

where D, a measure of electron localization, is being com-
pared to corresponding value for a uniform electron gas Dh:

D = 1

2

N∑

i=1

|∇ψi|2 − 1

8

|∇ρ|2
ρ

, (2)

Dh = 3

10
(3π2)

2/3
ρ5/3, (3)

ρ(r) =
∑

kν

f (εkν )〈r|νk〉〈νk|r〉. (4)

In the case of a fully charge self-consistent calculation,
the charge density ρ(r), its gradients, and its wave-function
gradients, instead of the diagonal Fermi function f (εkν )
also contain nondiagonal correlation-induced density correc-
tion N f sc f

νν ′ (k) = f (εkν )δνν′ + �Nνν ′ (k). Having incorporated
DMFT density correction into the cycle, the next step we can
take is to plot partial ELF—an electron localization function
that corresponds to a set of Wannier functions. To that end, we
transform N f sc f

νν ′ (k) to WF basis, zero all other WF, and then
transform the matrix back to KS basis. Afterward, we use the
obtained occupation matrix in the ELF calculation to obtain a
function corresponding to a selected set of WFs.

In Fig. 5, we show interstitial-only ELF plots for Ce-d
and Sc-d WFs in the plane along both Ce2Sc4 octahedra
and Ce4 tetrahedra (plane [110] that intersects both V1 and
V2 and none of the atoms). Partial ELF isosurface plots for
all WFs of CeScSi, along with contour plots for comparison
between DFT and DFT+DMFT ELF, are presented in the
Supplemental Material [82]. Bear in mind that in the case
of partial density ELF calculation, the absolute ELF value is
less useful and localization criteria of ELF >0.5 cannot be
applied here; however, partial ELF can tell us about contribu-
tion ratios of different atoms to the sites of interstitial electron
localization. As we have chosen most of the relevant states
for the Wannier basis, the ELF plot of the full Wannier basis
qualitatively appears to be the same as the one computed from
the full charge density. The ELF plot indicates that most of the
interstitial contribution from Ce-d WF localizes in V1, while
the contribution to V2 is weaker. In V1 the full DFT+DMFT
ELF value is about 0.50 (slightly down from the pure DFT
result of 0.52). On the other hand, the partial ELF plot of
Sc-d states indicates that Sc-d WFs contribute only to the
interstitial electron in V2. Taking both results into account, we
can conclude that the delocalized electron density in V1 void
stems mainly from Ce-d , while the highly localized electride
anion in V2 is associated with both Ce-d , and, to a greater
extent, with Sc-d states.

FIG. 5. DFT+DMFT interstitial-only partial ELF of CeScSi
(plane [110], along both V1 and V2 voids). (Top) Partial ELF for
Ce-d WFs. (Bottom) Partial ELF for Sc-d WFs.

IV. CONCLUSIONS

We studied the electronic, spectral, and magnetic proper-
ties of the REScSi and REScGe rare-earth compounds (RE
= La, Ce) using the DFT+DMFT method. Our calcula-
tions show a strong electron localization in the crystal voids
(RE2Sc4 octahedra) in both cerium and lanthanum ternary
compounds. While the substitution of the La atom for the
Ce atom only slightly decreases the size of the electride
anion, our results show no difference in interstitial electron
density between Si and Ge counterpart compounds. Employ-
ing the maximally localized Wannier function projection,
we conclude that both rare-earth 5d and scandium 3d or-
bitals contribute to the RE2Sc4 octahedra electride electron
in [REScSi]0.5+(e−)0.5 and [REScGe]0.5+(e−)0.5 electrides.
The obtained Wannier-projected band structure and density of
states demonstrate interstitial electronic states to be near the
Fermi level. The other possible hydrogen location—the RE4

tetrahedra—shows only a small amount of delocalized elec-
trons, which are formed, as shown by the Wannier-projected
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partial electron localization functions, by the rare-earth 5d
states. On the other hand, the partial electron localization
functions allowed us to estimate the degree of electron con-
tribution to RE2Sc4 octahedra, where the influence of Sc-3d
states appears to be stronger. While the electron localization
degree in RE2Sc4 octahedra is similar for both cerium and
lanthanum compounds, the cerium compounds show a higher
degree of localization in RE4 tetrahedra. Our DFT+DMFT
calculations show little effect of the electronic correlations
for the La-based compounds. In contrast, CeScSi and CeScGe
exhibit a strong renormalization of the electron density due to
strong electronic correlations in the Ce-4 f shell, which cause

the formation of the Hubbard bands in the narrow localized
4 f orbitals.
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